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Follow Me:
Update on

reorganization

In this installment of
“Follow Me,” Bishop Ter-
ry R. LaValley shares an
update on the diocesan
reorganization.

“I hope you had a fruit-
ful Lent and a Blessed
Easter. I wish to update
you on the status of the
Diocesan reorganization
case. The Diocese con-
tinues to carry on our
mission in the ordinary
course. Parishes also con-
tinue their programs and
activities.

As you know, all State
court lawsuits against the
diocese, parishes, schools
and other Catholic enti-
ties are stayed. This gives
us the opportunity to set-
tle the lawsuits on a glob-
al basis.

FULL STORY, PAGE 3

MISSIONARY SISTERS

PHOTO BY JESSE SOVIE/NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC
Sisters of Mary Mother of the Church recently arrived from Ghana to
serve at St. Joseph’s Home in Ogdensburg. Pictured with Bishop Terry
R. LaVCalley are, from left, Sister Joyce Frances Nfodzo, Sister Martha
Duawome and Sister Justine Agheko. Full story on Page 6.

FULL STORY, PAGE 4

CATHOLIC

REMEMBERING FATHER KEEFE

Father Paul J. Kelly assists Father Daniel T. Keefe in vesting for Mass
on April 2 at Elderwood of Uihlein at Lake Placid, where Father Keefe
had been residing. Father Keefe died April 11 at the nursing home.
Father Keefe had celebrated his 95th birthday in late February and
was preparing to celebrate the 70th anniversary of his ordination
to the priesthood in May. He is remembered for his sense of humor,
compassion and humility, as well as his love of the Lord.

Pope Francis: Live with courage

By Matthew Santucci
(atholic News Agency

Pope Francis on April 3 dedi-
cated his general audience cat-
echesis to the virtue of fortitude,
observing that it consists of the
ability to live with courage and
to confront the inner - and out-
er - turmoils of life.

“A  Christian without cour-
age, who does not turn his own
strength to good, who does
not bother anyone, is a useless
Christian,” the pope declared
during the general audience
held in St. Peter’s Square.

The pope opened his reflec-
tion by chronicling the develop-

ment of fortitude, pointing to its
philosophical roots in antiquity
as well as its development in the
Christian tradition.

“Ancient thought did not
imagine a man without pas-
sions; he would be a stone,” the
pope said. The pope linked this
idea to Christ, noting that he is
not a “diaphanous” or “ascetic”
God but instead expressed the
full range of human emotions.

Yet the pope cautioned that
passions, while “not necessarily
the residue of a sin,” need to be
tempered, or “educated, chan-
neled, purified with the water of
baptism, or better with the fire
of the Holy Spirit.”

The pope noted that fortitude
develops in a twofold manner,
being composed of both an in-
ner, or passive, dimension as
well as an active, or outer, ori-
entation that allows humans to
respond to adversity.

“Fortitude is first and fore-
most a victory against our-
selves,” the pope said. “Most of
the fears that arise within us are
unrealistic and do not come true
at all.”

“It is better, then, to invoke the
Holy Spirit and face everything
with patient fortitude: one prob-
lem at a time, as we are able, but
not alone!” the Holy Father said.
“The Lord is with us, if we trust

in him and sincerely seek the
good. Then in every situation we
can count on God’s providence
to shield and armor us.”
Reflecting on the second, or
passive, characteristic of forti-
tude, the pope noted that there
are also external tribulations
to overcome, such as “persecu-

tions” and “external enemies.”
“Fortitude is a fundamental

virtue because it takes the
challenge of evil in the world
seriously. Some pretend it does
not exist, that everything is
going fine, that human will is
not sometimes blind, that dark
forces that bring death do not
lurk in history.”
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It wasn’t just a Tuesday

While most people
don’t spend many of their
days interviewing people
about their ministries, for
me, that’s basical-
ly just Tuesday (or
any other day of
the week). I do it
all the time.

Without ques-
tion, conducting
such interviews is
my favorite part
of my job, but it’s
pretty ordinary
for me.

Until it isn’t.

On April 2, I
traveled to Elderwood
of Uihlein at Lake Placid,
a nursing home in that
community, to interview

Darcy L.
Fargo

Father Daniel T. Keefe,
who had just celebrated
his 95th birthday and was
preparing to celebrate the
70th anniversary
of his ordination
in May. I planned
to write and pub-
lish the article
either later this
month or in early
May, closer to the
anniversary date.

The quotes I
typed during that
interview are now
being used for a
much different
purpose, as Father Dan
died April 11, only 9 days
after that interview.

God made that ordi-

nary day something T'll
likely remember for the
rest of my life; God made
it extraordinary. I had
the privilege of hear-
ing Father Dan, through
the struggles associated
with age, reminisce about
his nearly 70 years as a
priest. I was blessed to
hear him tell parts of his
story as, unbeknownst to
any of us involved, the
final paragraphs of that
story were being written
by our loving God. I was
blessed to attend Mass
with him.

In my 25 years serving
as a reporter in at least
some capacity, I've writ-
ten probably around a

hundred stories about
people dying. I've never
been able to include new,
never published quotes
from the individual who
died in such an article. It
was like writing a death
story for the first time. I
had to throw out my usu-
al formula.

I have no doubt God or-
chestrated the interview
and the timing of it. I
think God wanted Father
Dan to share himself one
more time before he end-
ed his ministry here on
earth.

Please join me in pray-
ing for Father Dan’s soul,
and praying for those
who loved him.

On the road to Emmaus

The Easter Season is
when each Sunday there
is a resurrection story,
the Gospel at Mass. The
first reading at Mass each
day during the Easter Sea-
son is a reading from the
Acts of the Apostles. We
read the book chapter by
chapter until Pentecost.
This book of the Acts of
the Apostles tells the sto-
ry of the initial Christian
missionary efforts of the
first apostles, as well as
the story of the conver-
sion and the missionary
journeys of St. Paul.

The Gospel stories of
the resurrection of Jesus
are all familiar to you. I
am certain that each of
us has our favorite. I love
them all. These stories
strengthen our faith each
year in Jesus’ resurrec-
tion. We are a resurrection
people.

Personally, my favorite
resurrection story is the
Emmaus story. This sto-
ry from Luke’s Gospel is
the source of meditation
for me all year long. The
Emmaus story is a story
in which I can find a place
for myself - a place in the

story of the Resurrection
of Jesus. This year, the
Emmaus story is not read
at a Sunday Mass during
the Easter Season. So, let
me share this story with
you again.

As you may remember,
this story begins with two
of Jesus’ disciples walking
home from Jerusalem to
Emmaus, a nearby city. It
is the third day after Je-
sus’ crucifixion. We are
told the name of one of
them, Cleopas. The oth-
er person, I think, is his
wife. In meditation, I often
think of the other person
as me. We are told that
they are conversing about
all the things that have re-
cently occurred.

Jesus, himself, comes
along, however, we are
told that they were pre-
vented from recognizing
him. They think it is a
stranger. Jesus asks them

what they were discuss-
ing. They are surprised,
but they explain, tell-
ing them about what has
happened to Jesus who
they believe is a prophet
mighty in deed. They ex-
plain that he was handed
over to the chief priests
and rulers and was cruci-
fied and died. They were
certain that he was to be
the one to redeem Israel.
They mention that some
of their party had visit-
ed the Lord’s tomb, but
it was empty. Now, they
have heard of a vision of
angels who announced
that Jesus was alive.
Then, Jesus, who they
still do not recognize,
walks along with them.
He proceeds to interpret
for them the Scriptures,
beginning with Moses and
the prophets, telling that
the Christ should suffer
these things and enter
his glory. In meditation,
I think of myself walking
with them, listening to Je-
sus as he interprets the
Scriptures. Obviously, it is
quite a Scripture class!
When they arrive at Em-
maus, Jesus agrees to stay

with them. Jesus joins
them at table. He takes
bread, breaks it, blessed
it, and gives it to them.
In that moment, they rec-
ognize that this is Jesus.
Then, Jesus disappears.

As I read this story, I
firmly believe that Jesus
does often walk with us
- that he is present with
us as we pray or are Mass.
Jesus is there to support
us and teach us, helping
to realize of God’s great
love for us all. These are
times when we are like
those two on the road to
Emmaus. When we partici-
pate at Mass, we are there
at that table with Jesus
and those two disciples.
Jesus continues to break
bread with us. We ought
to recognize the presence
of Jesus with us.

I truly love this Resurrec-
tion story. I see myself in
this story. I hope you can
find yourself there also.
Jesus walks with us on our
journey; we are constantly
being taught by Jesus him-
self. Each time I celebrate
Mass, I know that Jesus is
there at the altar breaking
bread with us all.
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FOLLOW ME

Update on diocesan reorganization

Dear Friends,

I hope you had a fruit-
ful Lent and a Blessed
Easter. I wish to update
you on the status of the
Diocesan reorganization
case. The Diocese con-
tinues to carry on our
mission in the ordinary
course. Parishes also
continue their programs
and activities.

As you know, all State
court lawsuits against
the diocese, parishes,
schools and other Cath-
olic entities are stayed.
This gives us the oppor-
tunity to settle the law-
suits on a global basis.
As I previously reported
to you, the bankruptcy
judge has ordered that
all contested issues,
including the CYA law-
suits pending, be re-
solved through media-
tions.

Judge Christopher
Sontchi has been ap-
pointed mediator, due to
the withdrawal of Judge
Zive for personal
reasons. We met
with Judge Son-
tchi on February
20, 2024 to deal
with preliminary
matters.  Medi-
ations resumed

P

worked hard to get us
to the negotiation ta-
ble. Their work has
brought all the neces-
sary parties into
the negotiations,
including the di-
ocese, parishes,
schools, other
Catholic entities,
and our insurers.
Although parish-

April 9 and 10. | es, schools and
The bar date has == other  Catholic
past, we are cur- Bishop Terry entities are not
rently facing 123 R.LaValley part of the reor-

unique claims of
abuse. In our ne-
gotiations we desire to
fairly compensate sur-
vivors of abuse and to
continue our mission as
a diocese. We ask you to
pray for timely and fair
compensation to survi-
vors and our continued
ministry to the people
of the North Country.
Our attorneys have

ganization case

directly, they will
be required to contrib-
ute to the settlement
with the abuse survi-
vors. Our resolution
with abuse survivors
will include settlement
of CYA lawsuits faced by
the parish, schools and
other Catholic entities
and afford them pro-
tection against liability

ANuguastinian
Academy

Now Offering:

Full and

for fall 2024

Preschool-8th grade

CONTACT U

315-493-1301
principal@augustinian
academy.org

for any claims that exist
prior to the filing of the
reorganization case.

I again ask vyour
prayers as we draw clos-
er to a just and expedi-
tious resolution of all
these matters.

We are committed to
compensating victims
of sexual abuse. We
need to keep them up-
permost in our thoughts
and prayers. As you
know, we celebrated a
special Healing Mass
at St. Mary’s Church in
Potsdam on Divine Mer-
cy Sunday, April 7. We

are also committed to
continuing our mission
as a diocese and meet-
ing the needs of our
people throughout the
North Country. Thank
you for your prayerful
support. May God bless
you, I am

Faithfully yours in
Christ,

fﬂwﬂ.ﬁ%

Most Reverend
Terry R. LaValley
Bishop of Ogdensburg

www.northcountrycatholic.org

n Find us on Facebook!

Visit our website

Read local stories and commentaries
Search archived papers
View diocesan events and much more Eiz%mE

.'A _‘f-'" /! o )

CHRIST-CENTERED (
EDUCATION

Academic Excellence rooted
in Catholic Faith since 1885

Y]

Dedicated staff offering personalized
instruction, along with after-school
care, ensuring comprehensive support
to meet every individual's needs

\/ Fostering character
Q development and valuse
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‘1 enjoyed being a priest from day one’

By Darcy Fargo
Editor

“Father Herbert Han-
nan was the first Catho-
lic priest to be principal
at St. John’s (Academy
in Plattsburgh) He
put the idea in my head.
I'd imagine being a
priest, but I didn’t think
so. It was too grandiose
a calling. I could never
imagine the good Lord
would call me for such
a vocation.”

Those lines were de-
livered by Father Daniel
T. Keefe, reflecting on
his call to the priest-
hood as he prepared to
celebrate the 70th an-
niversary of his ordina-
tion to the priesthood
this May.

Father Keefe didn’t
get to see that anniver-
sary. He died Thursday,
April 11, 2024, at Elder-
wood of Uihlein at Lake
Placid. He was 95.

Despite his initial
impressions, the Lord
did call Father Keefe
to a priesthood that
spanned nearly seven
decades.

Asked what he loved
most about his priest-
hood, Father Keefe sat
silent for a few seconds
before smiling coyly.

“The job descrip-
tion,” he said. “We'’re
always called to be for
the people and to bring
them the message. Be
available for people for
the sacraments. We're
a sacramental church.
Serve people, serve the
Lord. It’s a privilege. I
enjoyed being a priest
from day one.”

Father Keefe noted
that he felt it was a priv-
ilege to experience the
full human experience
with those to whom he
ministered.

“You're there for the
happy and sad times,”

An undated NCC file photo shows Father Daniel T. Keefe, center,
ministering to SUNY Plattsburgh students during his time serving as
pastor at the John XXIIl College Community Center

he said. “Flexible - you
have to be flexible.
No matter who it is. It
doesn’t mean you don’t
care what’'s good and
bad. You just help. It's a
privilege to be a priest,
to be able to help peo-
ple, and at the same
time, they’re helping
you, helping you grow
your faith.”

One portion of Father
Keefe’s ministry that
stood out to him was
his time working with
young adults at New-
man Centers in Pots-
dam and Plattsburgh.

“Think back to your
own days when vyou
were fresh on campus,
ready to tackle the
world,” he said. “There
was a lot of life and
kindness.”

Father Keefe said he
considered his faith in
the Lord to be a beauti-
ful gift, given to him by
God with the help of his
parents.

“They’ve not canon-
ized my parents yet, but
they were good people,”
he said. “(Faith) is a gift.
Some people struggle
with faith and wish they
had faith. It’s a privilege
to have faith and believe
in God and know he’s

our friend and he wants
to know us. We're bless-
ed. I just wonder how it
would be with no faith.
Share with other people
the faith you have.

“It's a privilege help-
ing at times, serving
and supporting people
in their faith.”

His privilege was a
gift to others.

“He had a love of
humanity,” said Sher-
ry Gaspar, a longtime
friend of Father Keefe’s.
“He had a non-judg-
mental approach to ev-
eryone, no matter what
age, race, creed, or other
barrier they might have.
He would just say, ‘we
don’t know what goes
on in a person’s heart,
therefore we need to
embrace everybody.’
And he surely did.”

Gaspar said she be-
came friends with Fa-
ther Keefe when he
became pastor of St.

Joseph’s Church in
Malone in 1984.
“We  just  started

to chat and became
friends,” she said. “Iwas
in charge of altar serv-
ers, so we worked to-
gether because of that.
There were a group of
us that became friends.

the homilist.

Plattsburgh.

resident. He was 95.

edition.

Mass of Christian Burial
planned for April 19

A Mass of Christian Burial for Father Daniel
T. Keefe will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on Friday,
April 19, 2024, at St. John’s Church in Platts-
burgh. Bishop Terry R. LaValley will be principal
celebrant, and Msgr. Leeward J. Poissant will be

The Reception of the Body will be at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, April 18, at the church, with Msgr.
Dennis J. Duprey, dean of the Clinton Deanery,
presiding. Calling hours will follow from 6 to 8
p-m., concluding with Night Prayer at 8 p.m. Ad-
ditional calling hours will be held at the church
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. on April 19.

Burial will follow in Mount Carmel Cemetery,

Father Keefe died April 11, 2024, at Elderwood
of Uihlein at Lake Placid, where he had been a

A complete obituary will appear in next week’s

He referred to us as ‘the
Malone mafia.” Even af-
ter he left Malone, we
would all get together
for dinner, socialize
and have good times.”

Gaspar said Father
Keefe aided her broth-
er in a personal mat-
ter before helping her
through the end of her
first marriage and sub-
sequent annulment of
that marriage.

“He helped me with
the annulment, and he
arranged for counsel-
ing for me,” she said.
“We’ve been through
trials together. He was
a good person with a
good heart.”

Gaspar said Father
Keefe quickly became
friends with nearly ev-
eryone he met, partly
because of his kindness
and humility and partly
because of his wit.

“I would describe his
personality as a true
Irishman with a won-
derful sense of humor
who loved God above all
and communicated that
love to anyone he met,”

she said. “But that Irish
sense of humor was
outstanding. He always
had a comeback or a
quick response. But he
was a humble person.
He continued to be that
his entire life. I think
that was a character
trait that drew people
to him. He didn’t aspire
to anything more than
what he was as a parish
priest, tending to his
flock. I think he typified
what we all wish to have
in our priests.”

And those friendships
were lasting ones.

““The Malone mafia’
went down for his 95th
birthday (in February),”
she said. “He drew his
strength from being
with people and forging
friendships. Even in the
nursing home this week,
when he wasn’t out of
his room interacting
with people on Monday
and Tuesday, everyone
was concerned. Even at
95, he was interacting
and social. I think there
are a lot of sad people
today.”
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‘To seek forglveness and to pray for healing’

By Darcy Fargo
Editor
“This Divine Mercy

Sunday, we gather to
seek forgiveness and
to pray for healing for
all those victimized by
the sinful behavior of
Church leaders and oth-
ers in our Church,” said
Bishop Terry R. LaValley
in his homily at a Mass
held April 7 at St. Mary’s
Church in Potsdam.

The Mass was a Heal-
ing Mass for those hurt
by the Church.

Bishop LaValley, refer-
enced C.S. Lewis’ book
“The Screwtape Let-
ters,” in which a senior
devil advises a junior
devil how “souls can be
brought down.”

“He writes that decay
of hope, discourage-
ment, slowly wears down
a person’s faith,” Bishop
LaValley said. “Best of
all, says Screwtape, is a
dose of shocking reality,
such as violence, perse-
cution for one’s faith or
sudden death. That can
make the Christian feel
that all his religion has
been a fantasy. In other
words, such occurrenc-
es can cause people to
doubt God and religion.”

The bishop noted
Lewis wrote about that
doubt after his wife died
of cancer.

“Doubt is not a rare
experience,” he said.
“There’s a lot of it about,
even among faith-filled

Bishop Terry R. LaValley prostrates himself at the start of the Mass
of Healing for those hurt by the Church held April 7, Divine Mercy
Sunday, at St. Mary’s Church in Potsdam.

some point questioned
whether God and our
faith are real or whether
what we read in scrip-
tures is true. With all the
terror and persecutions
of Christians today,
with the egregious sins
committed by Church
leaders against innocent
members of the Church,
it’s not hard to under-
stand that a person can
doubt God’s goodness,
even doubt God’s very
existence.”

That doubt was dis-
cussed on the day the
Gospel focused on the
apostle, Thomas, who
didn’t believe Christ was
raised from the dead un-
til he saw and touched
his wounds.

side of Jesus were men-
tioned three times,”
Bishop LaValley said of
the Gospel. “Isn’t it cu-
rious that Jesus, in his
glorified, risen body,
is still bearing those
wound marks? Jesus’s
wounds are important
because they serve to
identify him, to give us
our Christian identity
and to remind us of the
vulnerability  required
to live as followers of
Jesus. Jesus shows his
wounds to verify for
the disciples his iden-
tity. Jesus reveals him-
self through his open
wounds. The wounded
Christ shows us that the
afflictions that come to
us in this life need not

Christians. There are “Notice that the nail be somehow cast off or
few of us who haven’t at marks and the pierced removed. They can be
: Diocese of Ogdensburg Vocations Society Raffle !
. Drawing Date: June 20, 2024 |
! Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20 x
1st Prize - $500 Name: 1

'2nd Prize - Quilt with rocking chait | Address: .
1 3rd Pﬂze (3 wmners) City: State: Zip: !
$50 Gift Card t_o Stewarts Phone: Number of Tickets: 1

| $25 Visa Gift Card Make checks payable to: .
. $25 Gift Card to Walmart Diocese of Ogdensburg Vocations Society I

Cut and return this ticket with payment and mail to:
Connie Randall, 125 Lenny Rd., Potsdam, NY 13676 ;

John Morrison, diocesan Safe
Environment director, reads the
second reading at the Mass for
Healing.

part of our resurrected
selves. Scars remain and
become part of the story
of who we are.”

Bishop LaValley not-
ed that the Church, the
body of Christ, is like
Christ in being wound-
ed.

“The wounds of Jesus
are a scandal,” he said.
“The wounds inflicted
on others by members
of his body, the Church,
are a grave scandal en-
dured by too many. We
must open wide to the

power flowing from
the wounded heart of
Christ, who tenderly

loves and accompanies
everyone who hurts in
his Church.”

Referencing the start
of the Gospel reading,
Bishop LaValley also
noted that “inner peace
is the first gift resur-
rected Jesus offers to
his disciples, who are
hiding in terror, who
thought all had been
lost.”

“We, full of anxieties,
pain, anger and disap-
pointment are offered
the same gift,” he said.

Lectors for the Mass
were Hattie Taylor, pas-
toral associate at St.
Mary’s in Potsdam and
St. Patrick’s in Colton
and campus minister at
the Potsdam and Can-
ton colleges, and John
Morrison, diocesan Safe
Environment director.

Bishop LaValley cel-
ebrated the Mass with
Father Joseph W. Gir-
oux, pastor of St. Mary’s
in Potsdam and St. Pat-
rick’s in Colton, and
Msgr. John R. Murphy, a
retired priest of the di-
ocese.

Deacon Richard Burns
assisted.

JOB OPENING

W,

Experience

Diocesan Coordinator - Facilities Manager for

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg is seeking a
Facilities Manager for Wadhams Hall.
Manager, mindful of the Wadhams Hall mission, is
responsible for all aspects of building operations
including building maintenance, housekeeping, grounds,
building utilities, building security and site safety. The
Facilities Manager is also responsible for scheduling and
facilitating usage of the facility by outside groups.
Facilities Manager will supervise all employees working at
Wadhams Hall. An associates degree or equivalent with 5
years experience in business management is required.
with  building maintenance,
management and proficiency with Microsoft Office
including Excel is also required. Salary: $43,900- $53,500.

Submit letter of interest, resume and three professional
references to: Human Resources Office
Diocese of Ogdensburg,

P.O. Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669
or e-mail to: ksnover@rcdony.org.

Review of applications will begin immediately and
continue until the position is filled.

s Hall

The Facilities

The

personnel
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By Keith Benman
Contributing Writer

Three missionaries
from the West African
nation of Ghana are
bringing their experience
caring for the elderly to
Ogdensburg along with
a very positive attitude
- even when it comes to
the weather.

“The snow, that is dif-
ferent,” said Sister Joyce
Frances Nfodzo, SMMC,
as a snowstorm swirled
outside diocesan offices
in early April. “When we
see that, we praise God.
We see God is wonderful
when it drops from the
sky.”

Sister Joyce, along with
Sister Martha Duawome
and Sister Justine Ag-
beko, came here in mid-
March from the Diocese
of Ho, in Ghana. The
West African nation is
near the equator and has
tropical weather year-
round.

Their order, the Sisters
of Mary Mother of the
Church, has nearly 100
sisters and was formed
54 years ago. It is part
of the rapid growth the
Catholic religion and its
religious orders are see-
ing on the African conti-
nent.

The order is based in
Ho, but the sisters work

ZInjoy the renewal of
spring with a

PHOTO BY KEITH BENMAN/NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC

Sisters (from left) Justine Agheko, Joyce Frances Nfodzo, and Martha Duawome, stand in the library of
the diocesan education center in early April. The three are members of the Sisters of Mary Mother of the
Church and have come from Ghana to work with the residents at St. Joseph’s Home, in Ogdensburg.

around the nation of
Ghana. They also estab-
lished a small mission
in New York City a few
years ago.

Sister Bernadette Col-
lins, the diocese’s epis-
copal delegate for reli-
gious, said one of the
sisters in New York City
described the order’s
mission as: “Any kind of
work a mother might do
for her children.”

Sisters Joyce, Martha
and Justine are look-
ing forward to getting
to work at St. Joseph’s

Home, the nursing home
on Linden Street, in Og-
densburg. The home “ex
ists to express the Ro-
man Catholic Church’s
concern for the elderly
in need of care and those
chronically ill,” accord-
ing to its mission state-
ment.

The sisters say they
know the culture and
language are different
here. But one thing will
remain the same.

“When one is sick, one
wants someone to care
for them,” said Sister
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Joyce. “It’'s the same in
Ghana as here.”

The three will be pro-
viding basic resident and
spiritual care at the nurs-
ing home. They are also
looking forward to learn-
ing about how health
care is done here.

“Here you have all
the facilities and all the
equipment,” Sister Mar-
tha said. “Over there, in
Ghana, we don’t have a
lot of the equipment. So
that will be a big differ-
ence.”

Sister Martha is a
trained nurse but would
have to wait to get li-
censing before provid-
ing higher levels of care
here. Sister Justine is
trained as a nutritionist
and Sister Joyce is an ed-
ucator.

It was about a year ago
that Bishop Terry LaVal-
ley got a letter from the
Sisters of Mary Mother of
the Church inquiring if
the diocese was in need
of missionaries, said Sis-
ter Bernadette. The lack
of sisters is sorely felt
here, so after making in-
quiries bishop LaValley

APRIL 17,2024

Sisters brmg ‘llvely fa th from Ghana

eagerly accepted the of-
fer.

“It was exciting,” Sister
Bernadette said. “It’s re-
ally nice to have sisters
coming in and from dif-
ferent cultures. It’s good
for the Church. They
bring a different per-
spective to things.”

The three Ghanian sis-
ters already have created
a bit of a stir in the ham-
let of Lisbon, where they
have established a con-
vent in the parish house
of Ss. Philip and James
Church.

It’s not everyday three
women from Ghana
wearing religious habits
are seen in the small ru-
ral hamlet. They get a lot
of questions. The most
asked question is: “How
do you like the weather
here?” That's followed
by: “What’s the tempera-
ture in Ghana?”

Since arriving in mid-
March they have attended
Mass at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral during the week and
on Sundays at Ss. Philip
and James. They already
have enjoyed an evening
out at the Knights of Co-
Ilumbus Friday night fish
fry in Ogdensburg.

The three realize they
are now taking part in
a kind of role reversal
that is sweeping global
Catholicism. Whereas a
century or two ago mis-
sionaries were sent from
Europe and the United
States to Africa, the flow
is now going the other
way.

Sister Joyce said there
is great enthusiasm for
Christianity among the
young in Ghana.

“I's the faith of the
people that sustains the
church,” she said. “The
background of our reli-
gion is it's a lively reli-
gion. When you become
a Christian, the lively
aspect is still in Christi-
anity.”
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Celebrating D1V1ne Mercy

By Michelle Beagle
Contributing Writer

On April 7, people
from far and wide gath-
ered at St. Hedwig’s
Church in Houseville, to
hear the message given
to St. Faustina and the
promises of Divine Mer-
cy.

Father Severinus Tor-
woe provided the hom-
ily.

Deacon James Chaufty
assisted. Father Doug-
las Decker and Father
Daniel Chapin heard
confessions. There was
an opportunity to at-
tend confession, silent
prayer in adoration,
view a movie, The Mira-
cle Box, recitation of the
Chaplet, benediction,
blessing of holy cards
and petitions, adoration
of the Divine Mercy Im-
age followed by a recep-
tion in the church hall.

“Mercy is a running
stream, the source of
a river, a spring that
flows every day and is
there for us to dip our-
selves into,” Father Tor-
woe said. “The river of
peace, hope, healing. A
special moment of Di-
vine Mercy, of grace, an
hour to unite ourselves
with this flowing riv-
er. Not just a river, but
blood and water that
flowed from Jesus’ side.
A moment of suffering,
difficulties connecting
us to the Passion. His
mercy is always con-
sistent and unceasing.
We must pray the Di-
vine Mercy every day.
His mercy is constantly
flowing.”

Father Torwoe en-
couraged consistent
prayer of the Divine
Mercy chaplet.

“It’s a mystery - when
the end comes,” he said.
“Only God knows. Be
prepared every day. Say
the Divine Mercy chap-

PHOTO BY MICHELLE BEAGLE/NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC
Father Severinus Torwoe delivers a homily at the Divine Mercy Mass held April 7 at St. Hedwig’s Church in
Houseville.

let. It is a blessing. Very
powerful. It is one of
the many devotions in
the church. Pray with
your whole heart and
mind, ‘Jesus I trust in
you.” Sometimes, life is
like a desert. Very dry.
No water. But the river
of Divine Mercy (blood
and water) flows gently,
inviting us to touch the
water.”

Father Torwoe also
encouraged those in at-
tendance to carry and
pray with a blessed ro-
sary.

“The rosary is a pow-
erful weapon,” he said.
“We use it to recite the
Chaplet and the beau-
tiful meditation of
the most holy Rosary.
The rosary is a weap-
on against the enemy;
everyone should carry
one - a blessed one. It
is so important to have

your rosary blessed. It
is a powerful, powerful
weapon.”

Father shared a story
of his trials while trying
to enter the priesthood.
His order in Africa had a
lot of priests and want-
ed him to stay a Broth-
er. He prayed, wrote a
letter, and received a
message saying no to
his request. He had also
taken a copy of his let-
ter and placed it at the
foot of the Divine Mercy
image. He put his trust
in God and left his wish
to be ordained to his
Divine Mercy. Though
many obstacles were
presented, his wish be-
came a reality.

Near completion of
the celebration, Father
sang, “Jesus, Jesus is
passing by,” while the
congregation  sponta-
neously sang in reply.
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message of mercy and
forgiveness. It reminds
us of His incredible love
for all. Father’s testa-
ment of trust in being
able to enter the priest-
hood touched my heart.
It struck me, thinking
of the holy Rosary as a
weapon against evil and
how it must be blessed
and kept close; other-
wise, it is just beads.”
“I am thankful for
all the hard times
and struggles I've en-
countered, which have
helped form who I am
today,” added Worth.
“When I place my com-

Mary White from At-
tleboro, Massachusetts,
was visiting the area
to view the eclipse the
next day and decided to
attend the Divine Mer-
cy celebration with her
sister, Patricia Worth
from Boonville, and
cousin, Julie Hutchins
from Constableville. It
was White’s first time
attending a Divine Mer-
cy celebration. “What
an incredibly powerful
message of Jesus’ love

plete trust in Jesus, I
can make it. I can for-
give those who have
hurt me, especially af-
ter hearing today’s mes-
sage.

“It is so uplifting,
the message of forgive-
ness, letting go,” said
Hutchins. The enemy,
Satan, puts stumbling
blocks in front of us to
separate us from Jesus.
They crop up every-
where, and we can over-
come them with Jesus’s

for us,” she said. “The Divine Mercy.”

JOB OPENING

Secretary for Regional Faith Formation Offices
Formation for Ministry and Vocations Coordinator

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg has an
immediate opening for the full-time position of Secretary
for Regional Faith Formation Offices, Formation for
Ministry and Vocations Coordinator. The Secretary is
responsible for supporting the work of the Regional
Assistant Directors of Faith Formation, the daily operation
of the Western Faith Formation office as well as duties
assigned by the Eastern Faith Formation Director. The
secretary also supports the work of the Formation for
Ministry Office and the Vocations Office. The Secretary
must possess strong secretarial and computer skills.
Knowledge of Microsoft Word and Excel is required.
Strong interpersonal skills and good oral and written
communication skills are also required. Pay Rate:
$17.04/hour - $17.63/hour.
Submit letter of interest, resume and three professional
references to: Human Resources Office
Diocese of Ogdensburg,
P.O. Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669
or e-mail to: ksnover@rcdony.org.
Review of applications will begin immediately and
continue until the position is filled.
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Life is like a scavenger hunt.
This thought came to me while
participating in a scavenger
hunt for a youth retreat in
Schroon Lake last week.

The rules of a scavenger hunt
are fairly common knowledge:
you start with a single clue,
which then leads you to the

A GROWING VOICE

On the hunt

and the scavenger hunt in its have no idea what He is trying
entirety could not exist to tell us. Sometimes, He
unless someone set it has hidden our ‘clues’ in
up. hard-to-reach crevices,

In this metaphor, and we may not want to
God is the one who has follow and retrieve them.
created the scavenger [/ However, if we follow
hunt for each of us in- where our ‘clues’ take us
dividually to find our and do not wander aim-

APRIL 17,2024

enger hunt, we must trust the
process and follow the clues
that God has provided for us.
The journey may not always
be easy, and there will be ob-
stacles along the way, but if
we remain focused and deter-
mined, we will eventually reach
our destination. It may take

next clue, and so on, with all
the clues together leading you
to your surprise or result.
Without these clues, you have
effectively no chance of finding
whatever it is you are looking
for. Furthermore, these clues

way to Heaven.

a unique

times, His

Every one of us has [
purpose,
and God has a plan gy
for each of us. Some- avane
guidance

may seem like a riddle, like we

Erin

lessly, trying to figure it
out on our own, we will
reach our destination,
and the result will be
greater than we could
have ever imagined.

Therefore, just like in a scav-

way.

time, effort, and patience, but
the end result will be worth it.

It's important to remember
that we are not alone in this
journey; God is always with us,
guiding us every step of the

Alexandria Bay — Robert P Hed-
den, 87; Mass of Christian Burial
April 10,2024 at St.Cyril's Church;
burial in Riverside Cemetery,
Wellesley Island.

Brushton — Ruth Ethel (Smith)
Russell, 88; Funeral Services April
4,2024 at Flint Funeral Home.

Brushton — Margaret E. (Haskell)
Leahy, 84; Mass of Christian Burial
April 9,2024 at St. Mary’s Church.

Canton - Brenda C. (Raven)
Sanderson, 82; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial April 9,2024 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Hermon
Cemetery.

Carthage - Shirley Ann (Bruno)
Bowman, 88; Mass of Christian
Burial April 2,2024 at St. James
Church; burial in Sunnyside
(Cemetery.

Carthage - Chrisopher L. Cole,
64; Funeral Services D.L. Calarco
Funeral Home, Inc.; burial in New
St.James Cemetery.

Chateaugay — Margaret E.
“Peggy” (Feeny) Dwyer, 80; Mass
of Christian Burial April 11,2024
at St.Patrick’s Church; burial in St.
Patrick’s Cemetery.

Edwards — Helena M.“Nene”
Klock, 76; Funeral Services April
11,2024 at French Funeral Home;

burial in Fairview Cemetery.

Fort Covington — Ethel Ann
(Brockway) Eldridge, 78; Memorial
Mass to be held at a later date.

Hogansburg — Bernadine Eliza-
beth Herne, 56; Mass of Christian
Burial April 9,2024 at St.Regis

Church; burial in Kateri Cemetery.

Keeseville — Donald E. LeClair,
79; Funeral Services April 3,2024
at the Hamilton Funeral Home;
burial in Immaculate Conception
Cemetery.

Lowville - Lettie “Marilyn”
(Tucker) Graves. 87; Funeral
Services April 13,2024 at the Is-
eneker Funeral Home, Inc.; burial
in Brantingham Cemetery.

Lowville — Deborah Ann (Lane)
Platt, 65; Funeral Services April 21,
2024 at Iseneker Funeral Home,
Inc.

Lyon Mountain — Robert A.
Rissetto Sr.,92; Mass of Christian
Burial April 5,2024 at St.Bernard’s
Church.

Malone - John H.Mc(arthy, 91;
Funeral Services April 5,2024 at
St. Mary-Murphy-Wilcox Funeral
Home; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Malone - Agnes Geraldine

OBITUARIES

(Kirnan) Murphy, 91; Mass of
Christian Burial April 19,2024
at Notre Dame Church; burial in
Notre Dame Cemetery.

Malone — Mary (Allen) Vincent,
65; Mass of Christian Burial July 8,
2024 at Notre Dame Church.

Massena — Mary A. (Mitchell)
Bush, 89; Mass of Christian Burial
April 4,2024 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in St.Patrick's Cemetery,
Brushton.

Massena — F. Larry Danko, 70;

Funeral Services April 12,2024

at the Phillips Memorial Home;
burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Morrisonville — Mary Ann
(Plumadore) Foley, 81; Mass of
Christian Burial April 10,2024 at
St.Alesander’s Church; burial in St.
Alexander’s Cemetery.

Norfolk — Richard L.Bond, 96;
Funeral Services April 2,2024 at
the Buck Funeral home; burial in
Visitation Cemetery.

North Bangor - Harold W.
French, 86; Memorial Mass April 5,
2024 at St. Augustine’s Church.

Ogdensburg — Wayne L. Ashley,
74; Funeral Services April 13,2024
at Frary Funeral Home.

Peru — Dawne (LaVoie) LaBom-

bard; Mass of Christian Burial April
5,2024 at St. Augustine’s Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Plattsburgh — Christopher B.
Columbe, 58; Mass of Christian
Burial April 13,2024 at St. Peter’s
Church.

Plattsburgh — Jeanne M.
(McCambley) 0’Leary, 94; Mass
of Christian Burial April 12,2024
at St. John's Church; burial in Mt.
Carmel Cemetery.

Redwood - Robert L.Funda,

Sr., 95; Mass of Christian Burial
April 6,2024 at St. Francis Xavier
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Rouses Point — Joseph Law-
rence Proulx, 83; Mass of Christian
Burial April 11,2024 at St. Pat-
rick's Church; burial in St.Mary’s
Cemetery, Champlain.

Saranac Lake - Shirley Margaret
(Cavill) Willette, 88; Graveside
Services Summer 2024 at St.
Bernard's Cemetery.

St. Regis Falls — Joyce C. (Susice)
Cox, 88; Mass of Christian Burial
April 11,2024 at St. Ann’s Church;
burial in Sand Hill Cemetery,
Dickinson Center.

Ticonderoga — Marcelle Cather-
ine (Buckman) Frasier, 68; Funeral
Services April 3,2024 at Wilcox &

Regan Funeral Home.

Tupper Lake - Simone M.
(LaChance) Vachone, 91; Mass of
Christian Burial April 12,2024 at
St.Alphonsus Church.

Watertown - Debra 0. (Uscio)
Dennee, 69; Funeral Services April
4,2024 at Reed & Benoit Funeral
Home; burial in Adams Rural
(Cemetery.

Watertown — LTC Christopher E.
Hornbarger, 56; Mass of Christian
Burial April 5,2024 at St. Patrick’s
Church; burial in Glenwood
(Cemetery.

Watertown — Sheila M. (Corbett)
Kane, 60; Mass of Christian

Burial April 3,2024 at Holy

Family Church; burial in Glenwood
(emetery.

Westport — Jean (Carpenter)
Paquette, 83; Mass of Christian
Burial April 11,2024 at St.Philip
Neri Church.

Wilmington - Ted George
Holzer, 64; Mass of Christian Burial
April 13,2024 at St. Margaret's
Church.

Winthrop — Pamela M.“Toppy”
(Sweet) McLaughlin, 69; Funeral
Services April 6,2024 at Hammill
Funeral Home; burial in Mound
Hill Cemetery.
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April 21 is World Day of Prayer for Vocations

By Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, SSJ
Diocesan Vocations Coordinator

Pope Francis’ message,
“Called to Sow Seeds
of Hope and To Build
Peace” on World Day of
Prayer for Vocations, is
one of recognizing the
Good Shepherd’s voice
and hearing His voice
as He calls each of us
by name to be open to
the whisperings of the
Holy Spirit. Pope Fran-
cis invites all of us “to
participate in his loving
plan and to embody the
beauty of the Gospel in
different states of life.
Hearing that divine call,
which is far from being
an imposed duty - even
in the name of areligious
ideal - is the surest way
for us to fulfil our deep-
est desire for happiness.
Our life finds fulfilment
when we discover who
we are, what our gifts
are, where we can make
them bear fruit, and
what path we can follow
in order to become signs
and instruments of love,
generous  acceptance,
beauty and peace, wher-
ever we find ourselves.”

This is a day to be
grateful for the many
graces and blessings we
have been given as chil-
dren of God. All of us
are called by our bap-
tism to be holy and to
be saints. This is the day
to recall the many hid-
den sacrifices of moth-
ers and fathers with the
graces of the Sacrament
of Matrimony, who in
so many selfless ways,
provide for their family
from early childhood, to
adulthood and beyond
to form, nurture, edu-
cate their children to
sow seeds of hope in the
faith and to guide them
into full maturity in or-
der to build a world of
peace and justice.

It is with the strength-
ening of family life that

teaches and encourages
their children to listen
to the voice of the Good
Shepherd to be what God
wants them to be. What
does God want of them,
not what “mom and dad
want them to be!” Young
people often experi-
ence and hear different
voices in a culture that
often sends mixed mes-
sages. Pope Francis en-
courages young people
“especially those who
feel distant or uncertain
about the Church,... Let
Jesus draw you to him-
self; bring him your im-
portant questions by
reading the Gospels; let
him challenge you by his
presence, which always
provokes in us a healthy
crisis. More than anyone
else, Jesus respects our
freedom. He does not
impose but proposes.
Make room for him, and
you will find the way to
happiness by following
him. And, should he ask
it of you, by giving your-
self completely to him.”

The Church of Ogdens-
burg has been blessed
with the voice of our
shepherd, Bishop Terry
R. LaValley as our bish-
op, who has spoken with
gratitude of the diverse
charisms and vocations
in the diocese. There are
active priests and retired
priests who continually
serve the people of God
in the parishes, bringing
to them the sacraments
that unite us as the Body
of Christ. They travel
as pilgrims of hope en-
couraging their people
to be united in faith and
love as living stones of
the Body of Christ, the
Church.

Consecrated religious
men and women in dif-
ferent parts of the dio-
cese are bringing seeds
of hope to the sick in
hospitals, homes, nurs-
ing homes, teaching
and ministering among

the poor, the migrants,
homeless, and more.

On this day of prayer
for vocations, let us im-
plore the Good Shepherd
to send laborers into His
harvest (Luke 10:2). It is
listening to the voice of
the Shepherd more than
talking about Him. By
our prayer, we give ac-
cess to the voice of the
Shepherd to open our
door so that with His

grace, we become seeds
of hope to building a
place of peace in a world
so desperately in need
of God’s love.

Let us be pilgrims of
hope and builders of
peace with effort of
God’s grace, even when
we falter. The seeds of
God’s grace picks us up
to continue the journey.
No matter what our vo-
cation is, married, single,

priest, or consecrated
life, we are graced to be
what the Good Shepherd
calls us to be, women
and men of hope. To the
young people, as Pope
Francis said in Lisbon,
‘Rise Up! Have the cour-
age to commit.” As Mary
was a pilgrim of hope
for Elizabeth, let us be
messengers of hope and
joy bringing peace to the

world.
Y

Trinity Catholic
School

in Massena, NY

Full or Half Day PreK3 & PreK4
Full Day JK & Kindergarten
Grades 1-6

WHY CHOOSE US?

Trinity Catholic School, in the spirit of

the Holy Trinity for which it is named,

is a learning community rooted in the
teachings of the Catholic Church.

We exist to provide a Christ-centered
academic environment that nurtures

educational excellence and the
spiritual growth of all of our students.

] 315-769-5911
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CONTACT US

& www.TrinityCatholicSchool.net

@ Scholarships and financial aid
available to those who qualify.
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Environmental Stewardship

Through the lens of faith

You may recall the story of
Naaman, commander of the army
of the king of Aram, who was a
great man in the view of his mas-
ter, because by him the LORD had
given victory to Aram. He was a
valiant warrior, but afflicted with
leprosy. Then, a little slave Israel-
ite girl told his wife if he went to
the prophet in Samaria, he would
be healed. Naaman is finally con-
vinced to go to the prophet, Elisha.
He is told by the prophet to bathe
seven times in the River Jordan.
Naaman goes away angry, expect-
ing the prophet to do something
spectacular not just tell him to
bathe in the river.Then, one of his
men convinces him to go back and
do this simple act and he is cured.
What if Naaman had not gone
back and done the simple act sug-
gested?

Have you ever felt over-
whelmed by the “sickness” hap-
pening to the earth that is caus-
ing dis-ease for all on the planet?
What if the simple actions that we
are told would help to promote
our health and the health of the
plant, like Naaman, we dismiss
them as not significant enough to
bother doing?

What if, however, | saw this
challenge to help heal the “sick-
ness” we have caused as an in-
tegral part of our Catholic faith?
Pope Benedict XVI asked us to rec-
ognize that the natural environ-
ment has been gravely damaged
by our irresponsible behavior."The
misuse of creation begins when
we no longer recognize any higher
instance than ourselves, when we
see nothing else but ourselves.”

This year's theme for Earth Day,
April 22, is Planet vs. Plastics.,
and the web page offers ideas
for action to all ages. What if, out
of loving concern and respect for
the health of ourselves and oth-
ers, we found one single-use plas-
tic practice that we are willing to
eliminate by finding a substitute?
Suggestion: start with something
simple like plastics straws, cups,
plastic bags/containers etc. (374)

APRIL 17,2024

Deacon John Murray dled April 8

A Mass of Christian
Burial for Deacon John R.
Murray will be celebrated
at 11 a.m. on Wednesday,
April 17, at St. Mary’s
Church in Clayton.

Burial will follow in the
parish cemetery.

Deacon Murray, 89, of
Clayton, passed away
April 8, 2024, at St. Jo-
seph’s Home, Ogdens-
burg where he had resid-
ed for four years.

He was born in Syr-
acuse on February 11,
1935, the son of Frank

This week marks the
anniversary of the deaths
of the following clergymen
who have served in
the Diocese of Ogdensburg

April 10 — Rev. Maurice Morin,
M.S.C., 1976

April 11 - Rev.John P.Whalen,
0.5.A.,1947

April 13 —Rev. allistus
Scheid, 0.F.M.Conv., 1854; Rev.
Emil Krancewicz, 0.F.M.Conv.,
1974; Deacon Richard Warner
Sr.,2018

April 14 — Msgr.Richard F.
Pierce, 1935; Rev. Alfred Vali-
quette, 0.5.A., 1949

April 15 — Msgr. Peter 0.
LaRose, 1918; Rev. Alfred J.
Chevalier, 1996

April 16 — Deacon Vernon J.
Chamberlain, 1993

April 17 — Rev. Peter J. Devlin,
1915; Rev.Vernon L. Doe, 1975;
Rev. C. Albert Richardson, 1988;
Msgr.Joseph G.Bailey, 2000
April 19 — Rev. William S.Kelly,
1908; Rev. Edward C.Laramee,
1932; Rev.William P. Fraser,
1961

April 20 — Rev. James Igo,
2007

April 21 — Msgr. Michael E.
Fogarty, 1936

April 22 — Rev.Daniel M.
Sullivan, 1933

April 23 - Rev. L. Victor Petit,
0.M.1.,1898; Most Rev. Henry
Gabriels, 1921

B. and Elizabeth (O’Ha-
ra) Murray, and gradu-
ated from St. Anthony’s
School, Syracuse. On Oc-
tober 22, 1955, he mar-
ried Beverly J. McCloy
at St. Anthony’s Church,
Syracuse.

He was a relay tester
for Niagara Mohawk, Syr-
acuse for 27 years, retir-
ing in November 1994.
However, Deacon Mur-
ray’s true passion was
the Catholic Church, and
his proudest achieve-
ment was being ordained
a deacon on August 8,
1987. He served as a dea-

Bishop's Public Schedule

April 17 - Noon —Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral
April 18 - 9:45 a.m.— Episco-
pal Council Meeting at Bishop’s
Residence followed by Lunch
1:30 p.m.— Meeting with
the Deans of the Diocese of 0g-
denshurg at Bishop’s Residence
5:30 p.m.— Mass at St.An-
thony’s Church in Watertown
followed by a Presentation
for the Commissioned Lay
Ministers in the Jefferson-Lew-
is Deanery
April 19 — Noon — Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral
April 20 — 11 a.m. - Diocesan
Youth Rally at Trinity Catholic
School in Massena followed
by Mass at St. Peter’s Parish (at
Sacred Heart Church)
April 21 - 10:30 a.m. - Confir-
mation at The Roman Catholic
Community of St. Alexander
and St.Joseph in Morrison-
ville with St.James Church in
Cadyville and St. Augustine’s
Churchiin Peru
April 22 — Noon — Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral
April 23 -5 p.m.— Hors
d'oeuvres followed by Dinner
with the Newly Ordained and
New Priests to the Diocese at
Wadhams Hall in Ogdenshurg
April 24 — 11:45 a.m.— Mass
at Elderwood of Uihlein in Lake
Placid

Deacon John R. Murray

con for 32 years, includ-
ing at St. Anne’s Church,
Manlius, and St. Patrick’s
Church, Chittenango.
While in Syracuse, he was
a member of the Bernie
Schmidt Singers, Pieta
Prayer Group in Liver-
pool, and Divine Mercy

Protecting God’s Children

The Diocese of Ogdensburg
has scheduled sessions for
Protecting God's Children for
Adults. Pre-registration is
required. Preregister at www.
virtus.org. Upcoming sessions:
April 24 - 6 p.m.— Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart, Water-
town

To Report Abuse

If you have a complaint of
suspected misconduct involv-
ing diocesan clergy, religious,
employees or volunteers,
contact Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich,
Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 Route 374,
Merrill, NY 12955; terrianney-
anulavich@yahoo.com Phone:
518-358-3145, Ext.7179 days;
518-569-0612 evenings; or
Father Christopher Carrara,
the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy;
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone:
315-393-2920 ext. 1340.

If you have a complaint

of suspected sexual abuse or
related misconduct by the
bishops, contact the Catholic
Bishop Abuse Reporting
Service at 800-276-1562 or
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org

Prayer Group, and he vol-
unteered at Community
Hospital. John also was a
member of the Third Or-
der of Franciscans.

Upon retirement, John
and Beverly moved to
Clayton and their home
on the river in 1997. John
served as a Deacon at St.
Anthony’s Church, Wa-
tertown, and was a com-
municant at St. Mary’s
Church, Clayton.

Deacon Murray vol-
unteered for Meals on
Wheels, the Clayton Op-
era House, and the An-
tique Boat Museum. In
2012, he was Jefferson
County Volunteer of the
Year.

Deacon Murray is sur-
vived by his wife of 69
years, Beverly, of Og-
densburg; one daughter,
Linda Stagnitta (partner
Tom Booth), Alexandria
Bay; and six sons, John R.
Murray, Jr., Chittenango,
William P. (Hazel) Mur-
ray, Nicaragua, David A.
Murray, Chandler, Arizo-
na, Daniel J. (Elizabeth)
Murray, Clayton, Scott
A. Murray, Syracuse, and
Christopher J. (Jessica)
Murray, Clayton; eight
grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren; a
brother Thomas M. (Lin-
da) Murray, Houston,
Texas; and several nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

He was predeceased by
his son, Steven F. Murray,
on March 2, 1996, and by
his brother, Francis H.
Murray, in 2008.

Arrangements are en-
trusted with Cummings
Funeral Service, Inc.,
Clayton and online con-
dolences to John’s family
may be posted at www.
cummingsfuneral.com.
The family would like
to thank the staff at St.
Joseph’s Nursing Home
for their care and devo-
tion to John and in lieu
of flowers, please make
donations to St. Joseph’s
Foundation at 950 Lin-
den St., Ogdensburg, NY
13669.
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Pope decries abortion of
‘unborn with disabilities’

By Courtney Mares
(atholic News Agency

Pope Francis decried
how “the unborn with
disabilities are aborted”
in a speech on Thursday
to a Vatican conference
on disability inclusion.

The pope warned that
“the throwaway culture”
turns into “a culture of
death” when people “pre-
sume to be able to es-
tablish, on the basis of
utilitarian and functional
criteria, when a life has
value and is worth being
lived.”

He pointed out that we
see this today especial-
ly on the two extremes
of the spectrum of life -
“the unborn with disabil-
ities are aborted and the
elderly close to the end
are administered an ‘easy
death’ by euthanasia.”

According to the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s
McGrath Institute for
Church Life, it’s estimat-
ed that there are as many
as 27,000 abortions an-
nually due to a poor pre-
natal diagnosis in the
United States.

“Every human being
has the right to live with
dignity and to develop
integrally. Even if they
are unproductive, or
were born with or devel-
op limitations, this does
not detract from their
great dignity as human
persons, a dignity based
not on circumstances but
on the intrinsic worth of
their being,” Pope Francis
said in the Apostolic Pal-
ace’s Clementine Hall on
April 11.

The pope addressed
this message to the Pon-
tifical Academy of Social
Sciences, which is made
up of academics and pro-
fessionals in the fields
of law, political science,

economics, and sociolo-
gy.

The academy is meet-
ing at the Vatican this
week for its plenary ses-
sion on disability inclu-
sion.

“The plenary intends
to take up the challenge
and make its own con-
tribution by identifying
what represent the
barriers that increase the
disability of a society and
prevent persons with dis-
ability from fully partici-
pating in social life,” the
plenary session’s pro-
gram says.

The three-day confer-
ence includes discus-
sions on the rights of
persons with disabili-
ties, policies for greater
economic inclusion, and
philosophical  perspec-
tives on disability and
the human condition.

In his speech to the
pontifical academy, Pope
Francis underlined that
“vulnerability and frail-
ty are part of the human
condition and not some-
thing proper only to per-
sons with disabilities.”

He said that “combat-
ing the throwaway cul-
ture calls for promoting
the culture of inclusion”
by “forging and consol-
idating the bonds of be-
longing within society.”

The pope added that
“the bonds of belonging
become even stronger
when persons with dis-
abilities are not simply
passive receivers but
take an active part in the
life of society as agents
of change.”

According to the Pon-
tifical Academy for So-
cial Sciences, there is
no exact number for the
amount of people with
disabilities = worldwide,
but international organi-
zations estimate that 16%

of the world’s population
experience significant
disabling conditions.

The “First World Report
on Disability” found that
people with some form
of physical, sensory, or
intellectual impairment
experience multiple dis-
advantages compared
with the rest of the pop-
ulation, which include
barriers in accessing ser-
vices, lower levels of edu-
cation, poverty, and less
participation in political
and cultural life.

“Sadly, in various parts
of the world, many per-
sons and families con-
tinue to be isolated and
forced to the margins of
social life because of dis-
abilities,” Pope Francis
said.

“And this not only in
poorer countries, where
the majority of disabled
persons live and where
their condition often
condemns them to ex-
treme poverty, but also
in situations of great-
er prosperity, where,
at times, handicaps are
considered a ‘personal
tragedy’ and the disabled
‘hidden exiles,’ treated as
foreigners in society.”

In the pontifical acad-
emy’s concept note for
the plenary session, the
academy recognized the
strong solidarity found
in family associations
that support and accom-
pany families who care
for disabled individuals,
noting that this solidar-
ity takes on a social sig-
nificance.

Pope Francis highlight-
ed that “the Church’s
care and concern for
those with one or more
disabilities concretely re-
flects the many encoun-
ters of Jesus with such
persons, as described in
the Gospels.”

CATHOLIC
WORLD

AT A GLANCE

(RS calls for immediate end’ to violence in Gaza

Global aid organization Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is calling

for an“immediate end” to violence in Gaza as workers struggle to
bring critical aid to the population six months into the ongoing
Israel-Hamas war. CRS i the official international Catholic relief and
development agency of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops.In a press release this week, the group said it was reissuing
its call “for an immediate end to the violence” and “greater humani-
tarian access to ensure innocent civilians can access food, shelter,and
medical attention.” CRS also called on“protection for humanitarians
and innocent civilians and the immediate release of all hostages and
others unjustly detained.” Jason Knapp, the Holy Land representative
for the U.S.-based Catholic group, told CNA last week that while CRS
is“working hard to keep our team as safe as possible,” it remains
“committed to doing everything we can to address the significant
humanitarian needs of civilians in Gaza.”

Plenarz indulgence granted for Eucharistic Congress
Archbishop Timothy P.Broglio, the president of the U.S. Conference

of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), announced April 9 the opportunity for
(atholics who participate in the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and
the National Eucharistic Congress to receive plenary indulgences.
Broglio requested that the Apostolic Penitentiary, the office in charge
of granting plenary indulgences within the Roman Curia, grant a ple-
nary indulgence to all those who take part in the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage. It was also requested that he or another prelate be desig-
nated to impart the apostolic blessing with a plenary indulgence to
the faithful present at the National Eucharistic Congress, which takes
place July 17-21 in Indianapolis.“It is with gratitude to the Holy
Father that we receive his apostolic blessing upon the participants in
the National Eucharistic Congress and for the opportunity for Cath-
olics in our country to obtain a plenary indulgence by participating
in the events of the Eucharistic Revival,” Broglio said in a statement
released by the USCCB.

College association bans biological men from women’s sports
The National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) ap-
proved a policy on Monday that stated that biological men cannot
compete in women’s sports in NAIA-sponsored college sports.The
NAIA includes 249 schools across the U.S.and Canada, most of which
are small, private colleges. Catholic colleges such as Benedictine
College in Kansas, Ave Maria University in Florida, Loyola University
in New Orleans, and Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College in Indiana are
members of the league. Texas A&M University-San Antonio is also a
member.The decision, in a 20-0 vote, followed a December survey
that found widespread support for the proposed rule among the as-
sociation’s members. Of the 68 schools that responded to the survey,
58 were in favor of the policy change, according to a (BS report.
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If I started by speaking
to you about Psalm 23
without being more spe-
cific, you might not know
what I was talking about.
But, if I said, “The Lord
is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want,” you
would have something
to grab onto, a point of
reference. That psalm is
often the responsorial
psalm used at funerals.
In Catholic images, we
see Jesus represented as
a good shepherd always
watching out for us, al-
ways protecting and car-
ing for us, always trying
to keep us safe as a shep-
herd would take care of

his sheep.
Yes, Jesus presents
himself as the good shep-

herd. Remember that the
Church is a continuation
of Jesus in the world
today. Pope Francis of-
ten speaks about the
Church’s role to shep-
herd and guide; he em-

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

Shepherd to the flock

phasizes that the shep-
herds are to reach out to
those in need, providing
guidance and direction
to those who have gone
astray.

Admittedly, when he
speaks in this way, the
Holy Father often is ex-
horting the leadership,
the pastors of the church,
to extend God’s care and
mercy to those who need
it the most. Pastors see
the great need to act as
a conduit of God’s mercy
to all. Every pastor knows
that, as a leader, he must
watch out for what peo-
ple need even if they
don’t realize or under-
stand what they need. Us-
ing the analogy of sheep
and shepherd, the shep-
herd may have to go after
a sheep and nudge the
sheep back to the fold
even if the sheep is quite
happy somewhere else.
Likewise, a pastor seeks
out people and finds a

Fourth Sunday of Easter

READINGS
Acts 4:8-12
1John 3:1-2

John 10:11-18

This homily is offered
courtesy of a priest of
the Diocese of Ogdensburg.

way to remind them that
they belong back in the
fold, back in with the rest
of the sheep, back in the
Church.

However, that role of
shepherd can extend to
others in the Church.
After all, each one of us
has, so to speak, a little
flock of friends and rel-
atives. Perhaps, on occa-
sion, you could take on a
shepherd’s role and help
usher someone back into
the fold. People stray
from the mark in life and
in society. Going astray

does not necessarily
mean going off the deep
end. Going astray can be
very slight, but the slight
straying often leads to a
great departure.

How can you be a shep-
herd? There are multiple
ways. Is there someone
in your life who is home-
bound and cannot come
to church? Well, help that
person contact the pas-
tor to arrange for some-
one to make home visits
with the Eucharist on a
regular basis. Is there
someone in your fami-
ly whose marriage was
never celebrated in the
Church? Encourage that
person to seek sacra-
mental marriage. Has a
Catholic relative of yours
died, and the family has
decided not to provide a
proper Catholic funeral?
You could be the shep-
herd’s voice reminding
the relatives of that per-
son’s deep devotion to

APRIL 17,2024

the sacraments. Do you
know someone who is
pregnant? In your role as
shepherd, you could sug-
gest that the person start
preparing for the child’s
baptism even before the
baby is born by attending
the parish’s preparation
program. Is there some-
one in your life who has
not yet returned to reg-
ular attendance at Mass
after Covid. You could in-
vite that person to come
back sooner than later.
All of these are very con-
crete ways to emulate the
role of good shepherd
reaching out to keep the
fold intact and healthy.
Jesus is the origi-
nal good shepherd. We
should imitate and re-
flect his care and con-
cern for those entrusted
to him. Be a good shep-
herd to those whom you
meet and steer them in
the right direction. Be the
shepherd. Lead the way.

CALLED TO SERVE

One more thought on the eclipse

The total eclipse was
both precisely predict-
able and undeniably
mysterious. The moon’s
shadow swept across
the United States at a
remarkable 1,500 miles
per hour. At the center of
that path, however brief-
ly, the midday sun van-
ished entirely - the peri-
od of an eclipse known as
“totality.”

That’s how Nicole Fil-
lert described the eclipse
experience writing for
USA Today.

By the time you read
this column, the eclipse
will be “old news,” “a dis-
tant memory,” or as we
used to say in the Broad-
cast Center of our print
journalism friend’s prod-
uct, “it is now bird cage
liner.”

However, the reality of
the eclipse remains fresh
in my mind as I write, so

please put up with a next-
day reflection from me
and perhaps a pleasant
memory or two for you.

The weekend before the
eclipse, a priest friend
was telling me that he
often heard “end of the
world” comments in the
confessional. He would
debunk them.

Had it been the end of
the world we wouldn’t
care anyway, right?

The day of the eclipse,
the Church celebrated
the Annunciation. The
commemoration of an
angel telling Mary she
was to be the mother of
God made Man. Forgive
me, but I think that an-
nouncement is more im-
portant than the three
and a half minutes of
cosmic coincidence ex-
perienced April 8, 2024.
That’s the cynic in me.

In Plattsburgh “the

crowds mostly seemed
mellow as they wait-
ed in great anticipation
of the celestial event.
There were families, in-
dividuals, young, old,
and middle-aged people
of all walks of life all
looking skyward _
with their special

eclipse glasses
affixed to their
faces and fore-

heads.Wherever
crowds were gath-
ered there was a
collective  oooh
and aaahh and
loud sustained
cheering when
the moon totally
eclipsed the sun,”
according to the
Press-Republican.

Craig Fox of the Wa-
tertown Daily Times was
in Thompson Park, the
highest point in the City
of Watertown. He quoted

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

one sky watcher as say-
ing of the eclipse, “That
was incredible to see. It
was cool to be in the dark
and then the light came
back.”

I was on a deck in my
daughter’s backyard with
members of my
family. It got dark-
er and colder as
the moon crossed
the bright sun’s
path.  Occasion-
ally the clouds
blocked our view
of the eclipse, but
we were patient.

When the eclipse
reached “totality”
it was very, very
quiet. The birds
stopped sing-
ing; we did not hear any
trafficc. We had donned
sweaters and blankets
because the temperature
had fallen by at least ten
degrees.

I wondered how we
would survive if this was
permanent. Hmmm.

Then I thought about
the creation story in Gen-
esis. “Then God said let
there be light and there
was light. God saw how
good the light was. God
then separated the light
from the darkness. God
called the light ‘day,” and
the darkness he called
‘night.”

He put everything in
rhythm so things like a
total eclipse can be “pre-
cisely predictable.” Yet
for us mere mortals an
eclipse and all God has
created is “undeniably
mysterious.”

Praise God.

Deacon Kevin Mastellon
ministers in Watertown.
He is the Director of Per-
manent Deacons for the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.
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VIRTUAL EVENTS

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Are you a single Catholic man
who is hearing the Lord’s call to
the priesthood? Join others who
are listening.

Date: Apr.28

Time: 4to 5p.m.

Place: Online

Features: High school age
men and older are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette to discuss this
vocation.

Contact: Register at www.rcd-
ony.org/priesthooddiscernment

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEER
TRAINING PROGRAM
Lake Placid - Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is recruiting new
volunteers and has scheduled
a Friendship Volunteer Training
Program.

Date: May 15

Time: 9:30 a.m.to 3 p.m.

Features: Lunch will be
provided.Join Mercy Care’s nearly
100 Friendship Volunteers from
the tri-lakes and surrounding
areas who are helping their elder
neighbors stay connected to their
communities and making their
lives easier and happier.

Contact: There is no cost for
the training but registration
is required.To register for the
training, please visit Mercy Care’s
website at www.adkmercy.org
or contact Katherine Rhodes,
Mercy Care’s Elder Care Manager,
at krhodes@adkmercy.org or call
518-523-5585

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

COMPASSIONATE COMPANIONS
VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Plattsburgh — Compassion Com-
panions of Clinton County to have
a volunteer training.

Date: April 19

Time: 8:45a.m.to 1:30 p.m.

Place: St.Joseph’s Community
Outreach Center

Features: Compassionate
Companion Trained Volunteers are
kind people carrying out errands
of mercy to help their neighbors

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to“Around the Diocese”.
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
[tems must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

age in place more successfully by
providing their gifts of com-
panionship and friendship, and
enabling participation in the life
of their communities.

Contact: For more information
contact Starr at 518-825-0697 or
Starr@stalexanders.org

LENTEN SERIES
Ellenburg — Join us for a series of
Lenten Talks, Sharing and Prayer.

Time: 10:30 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Place: Adirondack House of
Prayer

Schedule: April 20, Disciple-
ship in Three Stories in Mark:
come and discover the process of
discipleship illustrated by three
stories in the Gospel of Mark
followed by a simple lunch and a
Holy Hour; April 23, Eucharist and
the Call to Discipleship: Come and
join us for a presentation on the
Eucharist and the Call to Disciple-
ship followed by a simple lunch
and a Holy Hour.

Features: Free and open to all.
A donation to help cover lunch
will be gratefully accepted.

Contact: For registration,
contact Sarah at 518-534-9976
or Email: olaprayerhouse@gmail.
com

SPRING BREAKFAST
Altona — The Ladies of St. Ann will
be preparing a breakfast.

Date: April 21

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: Holy Angels Hall

Cost: Adults, $12; Children
5-12,57; Under 5, Free

Contact: For more information
call, 518-236-5632

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

CLM MASS AND PRESENTATION
Watertown — The Commissioned
Lay Ministry Association of the
Jefferson-Lewis Deanery presents
Mass and a presentation.

Date: April 18

Time: Mass at 5:30 p.m. with
dinner and presentation follow-
ing.

Place: St. Anthony’s Church

Cost: 520 if attending the
dinner, no charge if only coming
to the program.

Features: Presentation enti-
tled“The Eucharist and Reconcili-
ation” by Bishop Terry LaValley.

Contact: To register go to
https://www.rcdony.org/cim-
event

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Watertown — St.Anthony’s Altar
and Rosary Society to have a
Spaghetti Dinner.

Date: April 25

Time:4p.m.to7

Place: St. Anthony’s Msgr. Sechi
Hall

Cost: Adult, $10; Child, $7

Features: Take-out available,
please bring your own containers.

ST. LAWRENCE

CATHOLIC PARENTING
Potsdam — A series of workshops
from the Franciscan University
(atechetical Institute to be held
on Catholic Parenting.

Date: April 21

Time: 12:30

Place: St.Mary’s Rectory,
second floor

Features: Attend all or only
those that interest you. Child care
can be provided. Event is free.

Contact: For more information
contact Mike Neaton at 315-335-
6302 or Liz Tarbox at formation-
stp@gmail.com

ORGAN CONCERT
Ogdenshurg - German organist
and composer Paul Fey journeys
to Ogdensburg as part of a U.S.
Tour.

Date: April 24

Time: 7 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s Cathedral

Features: The program titled
“Music from Leipzig,” includes
composers who have lived and
worked in Leipzig, Germany,
starting with the famous J.S.
Bach and continuing through the
centuries, including works by the
artist himself. The concert is free
and open to the public.A light
reception will follow.

Contact: For more information,
please call the parish office at
315-393-3930.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

DOVS RAFFLE
The Diocese of Ogdensburg Vo-
cation Society (DOVS) is having a
Raffle from Sunday, April 21-June
20,2024 to support promoting
the culture of vocations in the
Diocese.

Cost: The cost of the tickets is
$5 or 5 tickets for $20.

Features: 1st Prize--$500.,;
2nd Prize—AQuilt and Rocking
Chair; 3rd Prize--$50 gift card,
$25.Visa Gift Card, $25 Gift Card
to Walmart.

Contact: For any questions,
contact Constance Randall,

coonierandall47@yahoo.com
(315) 783-0574.

LEAD EVENTS
The following is a list of LEAD
(Leaders for Evangelization and
Discipleship) events

Schedule: April 27, Massena,
St.Mary’s Social Hall, 9:30 a.m. to
3 p.m.,"Using CHOSEN as a Tool
for Catechesis; https://www.
rcdony.org/Chosen, $10

May 4, Plattsburgh Regional Of-
fice, 10 a.m.to 12 p.m.,“Fostering
Holiness in Children’/No Cost

May 8, Virtual,6 p.m.to 8,
“Fostering Holiness in Children’
No Cost

Features: All involved in
parish ministries are invited to
attend LEAD events.If thereis a
cost associated with the event,
parishes may receive a bill.

Contact: To register go to:
www.rcdony.org/certworkshops
unless otherwise noted.

YOUTH RALLY
Massena — Diocesan Youth Rally
to be held for grades 6-12.

Date: April 20

Time: 10a.m.to 5 p.m.

Place: Trinity Catholuc School

Cost: $20 per student, $10 per
chaperone

Features: Games, Music, Food,
Fun, and Faith. Mass with Bishop
LaValley at 4 p.m.

Contact: To register go to
http://www.rcdony.org/newsev-
ents/youth-rally.html or contact
asoltero@rcdony.org

RACHELS VINEYARD

Saranac Lake — A Rachel’s
Vineyard After-Abortion Healing
Retreat to be held.

Date: May 24-26

Place: Guggenheim Lodge

Features: If you or a friend
are suffering after abortion loss,
you are not alone.Find hope and
healing at the spring Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreat.

Contact: Register online:
www.rcdony.org/pro-life or
contact The Respect Life Office for
information: cminer@rcdony.org
or www.rachelsvineyard.org for a
list of locations.
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“Killers of the Flower Moon”

A few weeks ago, the
New York Times cross-
word puzzle had the
clue “Popcorn contain-
er at the movies.” The
answer had to be three
letters. I guessed box or
bag, but the ultimate an-
swer was tub. You will
need a tub of popcorn
in order to have enough
for the 3.5 hour viewing
of “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon,” from Martin
Scorsese currently avail-
able on Paramount and
Apple TV+ streaming
services.

At the end of the film,
the words of Psalm
came to mind: “All have
left the right path; de-
praved, every one; there
is not a good man left,
no, not even one.”

The three main charac-
ters interact on various
human, ethical, ethnical,
and moral levels. Ernest
Burkhardt (Leonard Di-
Caprio) comes across as
a veteran World War I
soldier looking to build
his life with the help of
his uncle Bill Hale (Rob-
ert De Niro).

Ernest seems inno-

cent, but, at first blush,
Bill exudes a shadiness
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that is hard to pinpoint.
Bill hints at the advan-
tage of finding an Osage
Indian wife because that
will be wealth to
them and to their

married Osage women
to profit from the mate-
rial value of those rela-

tionships.
Ernest, with
encouragement

children. from Uncle Bill,

At the end of dates and even-
the nineteenth tually  marries
century, oil was Mollie Kyle (Lily
miraculously, Gladstone). As
as portrayed in the story pro-
the movie, dis- gresses, the
covered on land crassness of Un-
owned by the Msgr.Robert cle Bill and his
Osage people. H.Aucoin evil influence
This  discovery on Ernest be-

automatically de-

livered wealth and pros-
perity to the people. As
the movie unfolds, one
could reasonably ques-
tion the true human
value of this prosperity.
In fact, the Osage them-
selves over time ques-
tioned the value in their
wealth because the in-
volvement of non-Osage
in their lives has compli-
cated and eroded their
tribal values. In fact,
many white men had

come more and
more evident. Many of
the Osage are afflicted
with diabetes. Wisely,
Molly does not trust the
white-man doctors, and
will only allow her hus-
band to inject her with
insulin. However, Uncle
Bill uses his influence
to taint the medication
with other substances
that will bring her to a
slow death, thus accel-
erating Ernest’s access
to the Osage inheritance
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that Uncle Bill needs.

Does this sound com-
plicated? It is, but all will
be revealed as the mov-
ie rolls on. In addition,
there are several un-
timely and unexplained
and suspicious murders
among the Osage. Even-
tually, federal investiga-
tors arrive and unearth
the many insidious ac-
tivities aimed at pillag-
ing the Osage wealth
and good fortune.

For those of a certain
vintage, a euphemism
meaning “old,” the fi-
nal scenes will bring
moments of nostalgia
and will pull together
the many pieces of the
almost bottomless pit
of intrigue involved in
this story. These final
scenes reproduce a clas-
sic radio rendition of
storytelling that reveal
succinctly the entire
plot, stories within sto-

ries.

The movie is an adult
movie with brief scenes
of violence, sensuality,
and unsavory language.
However, the movie
can remind the viewer
of the evil involved in
unchecked greed, lack
of human respect, and
forgetting our basic
Christian dignity. The
movie brings us to a
world transformed by
greed and egocentrism.
Jesus restored humani-
ty to its original beauty
which we share espe-
cially through Baptism.
We should never forget
the greatness to which
we are called. “Killers of
the Flower Moon” shows
the results of forgetting
this all-important truth.

Next movie to be
reviewed is “Oppen-
heimer.” You'll need an-
other tub of popcorn for
this three-hour event.

April
is Child Abuse
Prevention

Wonth

Blue Sunday
Day of Prayer for
Abused Children is
always on the last
Sunday of April.

May 221-26 Guggdenheim Lodge,
Saranac Lake. Register online:
rcdony.org/pro-life. More info:

Respect Life Office 518-5224-07721.

7 4

How to pray for abused children on
Blue Sunday
1. Pray they will be rescued.
2. Pray they are placed with caring people.
3. Pray their minds and bodies can heal.
4. Pray they find hope.
5. Pray for those who rescue them.

April 28, 2024
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‘Living stones’ of
the Church
in Cambodia

Adult baptisms are a blessing for the Cambodian
Church and represent a sign of hope for the small
Catholic community of about 20,000 people in a
nation of 17 million inhabitants. At the Easter Vigil
on March 30, 185 catechumens of the Apostolic Vi-
cariate of Phnom Penh will receive Baptism, along
with the other sacraments of “Christian initiation,”
confirmation and Eucharist. As reported by Bishop
Olivier Schmitthaeusler, apostolic vicar of Phnom
Penh, the catechumens come from a dozen dis-
tricts in the territory and have completed an itin-
erary of knowledge, deepening and discernment
about the Christian faith.

The fact that they are young adults is an added
value for the community, said Schmitthaeusler, ad-
dressing the future baptized in one of the prepara-
tion meetings held during the Lenten season. The
bishop highlighted three essential aspects to be “a
Christian in everyday life:” pray, love and serve.

Bishop Schmitthaeusler invited young people to
“pray like Jesus, both in difficulties and in joy”
and to “pray like Mary.” It is important - he con-
tinued - to always keep the relationship with God
and with the community alive, also by putting our-
selves at service of pastoral needs, with the spirit
of being “loving servants” of the community. The
image that the bishop proposed to the young cate-
chumens was taken from the letters of Saint Paul,
describing them as “living stones” of the Church
“by living in our community with a spirit of com-
passion, in prayer and service,” he said.

During the “election” rite, the Apostolic Vicar of
Phnom Penh called each of the candidates by name
before the altar, inviting them to register their
names in the diocesan registry, laying his hand on
them.

In 2023, the Cambodian Church baptized a to-
tal of 397 young people during the Easter Vigil
(167 in Battambang Apostolic Prefecture, 126 in
Kampong Cham Prefecture, 104 adults in Phnom
Penh). The constant presence of young and adult
catechumens, the vicar said in conclusion, is a sign
that “the work of God bears fruit in the Cambodian
Church, which is alive and growing.”

Article from FIDES missionary news service of
the Pontifical Mission Societies.

Five Kkeys to monitoring
kids’ online activity

Editor’s  note:  April
is Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month. The NCC
will be featuring articles
about abuse prevention
throughout the month.
The articles are provided
by VIRTUS and are re-
printed here with permis-
sion.

By Caitlin Bootsma
Virtus

Technology is here to
stay. Not only is it here
to stay, it's everywhere!
Televisions, mobile
phones, iPads, interac-
tive video games, smart
watches, you name it
and it’s hooked up on-
line.

The following are five
starting points for guid-
ing kids to use the inter-
net and technology safe-
ly and well. Each family
may come up with their
own limits around tech-
nology use, but every
family should think
through how they want
to approach these areas
of monitoring online ac-
tivity.

Use Protective Soft-
ware: One of the most
foundational things you
can do to manage what
your kids access online
is accountability and
filter software on all of
your online devices. Sys-
tems like Covenant Eyes,
Bark Home Web Filter,
Circle, and options on
your router or with your
internet provider can
help you not only lim-
it what sites and apps
kids access and when,
but also allow you to see
their online activity.

Share Passwords and
“Friend” or follow Your
Kids’ Accounts: Many
parents establish some
ground rules when their
kids are old enough to
have their own email

and social media ac-
counts. These rules may
include friending or fol-
lowing them so that you
see what’s happening on
their pages and/or shar-
ing passwords-though
it's important to know
that many platforms al-
low them to block some
people from seeing ev-
erything. Other rules can
include only connecting
with people they know
in real life and not shar-
ing any personal infor-
mation such as address,
phone number, email,
or banking information.
You can go through their
accounts with them to
ensure they are as safe
as possible.

Discuss Photo/Video
Sharing: Photo/video
sharing should only be
done with people they
know in real life. Let
them know any images
they choose to share re-
main online permanent-
ly, and that once they
share a photo or video,
they can’t get it back. If
anyone ever asks them
to send photos or videos
of a sexual nature, they
should immediately in-
form a safe adult.

Keep Online Activ-
ity Visible: Consider
only having your kids
use technology in pub-
lic spaces in the house.
This can help reinforce
the message that they
should not be accessing
anything inappropriate

and also make it easy
for them to talk to you if
they encounter anything
questionable.  Another
option to consider is to
remove access to elec-
tronic devices during
bedtime hours. However,
keep in mind that chil-
dren may take electron-
ic devices with them, or
may use technology in
places apart from your
home, which means that
regular  conversations
are important!

Regularly Talk about
Online Activity: It can
be easy for adults and
kids to become isolated
in their online activity; it
can easily become their
own world, separate
from the family. Make
technology use part of
your dinner table con-
versation-did they hear
from any friends today?
Read an interesting arti-
cle? See something new
they want to watch? Like
any other area of their
lives, technology is a
sphere where you can
provide invaluable guid-
ance and feedback.

As we know from our
own lives as adults in
the digital era, the in-
ternet has a lot to offer.
It also has a number of
risks, including safety,
online addictions, wast-
ing time, and more. We
have the opportunity to
help guide our kids how
to use the internet safely
and well!
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1”"MONASTERY CARD SHOP<;
Cards for All Occasions

Mass ‘Enrollments for your living & deceased loved ones.
Precious Blood Monastery

OPEN: 9 AM - 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM

400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN
315-788-1669

www.sisterspreciousblood.org
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Diocesan seminarians Venes Laine and Dennis Ombongi recently

Seminarian Kevin McCullouch receied the Rite of Candidacy on March 10 at St. Patrick’s Church,  received avisit from Bishop Terry R. LaValley and Father Christopher
ot e v e peepe (. Carrara, Episcopal Vicar for Clergy and director of Seminarians, at

part of Blessed Sacrament Parish in Watertown. McCullouch is pictured with Bishop Terry R. Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio

LaValley, who celebrated the rite, and his family. Kevin is the son of Gary and Laura McCullouch. A

Knights from St.Joseph's/
Assumption of Mary Council #
2166 in Dannemora and Redford,
and other parishioners hosted
a spaghetti meal and silent
auction in late January to assist
a needy family in the commu-
nity. The event raised funds to
assist the family with funeral
expenses fora beloved family
member following a long battle
with illness.

Bishop Terry R. LaValley and Father Christopher C. Carrara, Episcopal Vicar for Clergy and director of Sem-
inarians, recently visited adminstrators and diocesan seminarians Kevin McCullouch and Tyler Fizgerald
at Saint Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. Pictured are, from left, Father Carrara, McCullouch,
Bishop LaValley, Fizgerald and Father John-Mary Tompkins, 0SB, vice rector and director of Human Forma-
tion at the seminary. Very Rev. Edward Mazich, 0SB, rector of the seminary, is missing from the photo.




